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tfabtieram olim oratiunctilam 
fiue T>iatriham de Coralio in Aca- 
demia Romana HumortBarnm coram Emi~ 
nenttpr is Cardmalihta Baiberino , cf Co- 
lumna, qpiornm iUe patruHseft ExcellentiA 
Tha y hic uero autmculus : iliam nunc in 
^jigeftmum quartum prejfam annum m lucem 
emtttere aufus , gj* 'uelut e prtuato eduiiam 
carcere ajferere tn publicam Ubertatem , atque 
dicare ac nuncuparcTuA 6xcellentia\exorOy 
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quoad ohnixe pojfum , Sxcellemiam Tuam^ 
'vt hoc quidqHtd ejt opellA , quod tantis T?rin- 
cipibus haud dtiplicuit , eorumque henignt- 
tate fophos aliquod , ^ ETnirwyuaaiV do- 
^lorum tunc emerutt , Hteronjmi frdjertim 
' j^leandri iunioris litteratorum eo auo cory- 
phAi : Exctptat etiam Exellentta tua per- 
benigne ,fu6que dignetur aspedu , plauyfm iUi, 
publtcum quoque conctlians. At ego halebo 
infuper ExcellentiA Tua , prAter tot nexus^ 
qut meip/iy ^ ExcellentifimA Famtlia "Bar- 
hertn^ ardtpime deuinciunt, velijio nouo no^ 
mine denub adfiricfus , gratias tmmortales, 

•jjKrOs iampridem rcceptiflfimus eft , Cardinales 
^A" Eminentissimi , ab antiquis ( ficuc opinor^foda- 
liciisdcdudus, vtquifquis ia aliqucmccecum admicti<< 
tur, rymbolum veluci fuum conferac, & aliquo graci 
animimonumcnto focios, a quibus iiumaniter, ac be- 
Ijcuole fuic exccpcus , muncrciur. Itaquc mihi cum pri- 
mum bcncficio vcftro ( Academici nobilissimi ; intcr 
vosacccnfcricccpi , cogicanti diligentcr^cquod pocif- 
fimum munus lioc dc morc vobis oifcrrcm , Nymphx 
patrix haoc cximcre curam,& Corahum , quod ad oram 
Prouincix noftrac laudacidimum nafciiur , prxfcrre vifa: 
funt: Illudigicur amplcxuspcrcupid^, ncc minus vobis 
gratum , accepcumquc forc , quam populo Romano 
przlatas in Triumphis pcrcgrinas arborcs , confidcns, cx 
aftc dcdico , confccroque -> nc camcn illotis manibus id 
atcingamxpaucaprxfarilubcc, fi^iUius gemmei fruticis 
• orcus, 
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De ^oralio, 

orcus , iacremenca > vircs » 6c vfus breuicer ancc com- 
memofare. 

Tot, EuiNEMTisf iMt, C ARDiii Axss,me Tc Conlia dif- 
piciam i vc fublegam« cenui cy mba nauigancem ioalctim 
veftrac bcnignitacis afflacu fccunHo fclicitcr proucherc, 
acquafi pcr mcdium proFundum cunccm in illis vaftis 
gurgicibus , ^aquarum labyrinchis ,Tuquidem cui ope 
Melicectz i cu vcroTiKB Sireois opera CDcam, fofpic^m* 
que pcrdacerenededignemioi. 

Vidcncur aducrfi pofuifle venci , & daldcec adfpi- 
nncis Fauoni j lenes animar profper^ vela mca perani* 
denris pelagi finus impuhflc : ncquc vcxb curfus fuir pcr 
Oceanum , quo vel in Audrurh ad i£thiopica liccora 
circomueherer , vbi Coralio prin^m origincm, & vcluci 
nacale iblam fabulx adfignanc t vcl ad Erythraea , ic 
ftar6caEmpociadefener,Gireaqux gigniciir,TCiDifco- 
(ldes,& Arrianiumdanct occ inOricncem coDtendi 
nadtrem Indos , apud quos illius maxlmam copiam, 
inaximum prctium Dionyfius Afcr,& PUnius cfTe rc- 
flanrur i nccin Sepccncrioncm,vc CaledoniosBcicaQao- 
rum rcmociilimos vifcrcm , propequosa:ftus 

viridu olgM rubrd m4&4 muUtt 
vc cecioit Aufonius t vel deniqae Luiicanis ocam 
cxcremam , Occidui Solis cubilialuftrarem,alit pro*. 
cul Infttlam faoAi Marcini , circa quam nauiganccm 
Columbum anchorarum vncis affixos Coralij ramos Cx- 
traxiflc narranc : fcd pcrmare noftrum , quod vocanc 
Mcdicerrancum pcrrcxi , non camcn ad Thufcum pcla- 
gus iuxca Grauifcas ; necad Campanum , (ibe Surrenti- 
oum finam prop^ Neapoliminee ad Sicalam mare dcca 
Hcliam, & Drcpanum ,quibus lods idciefceiePIinias, 
& HcrmoIaatBarbarasprodiderunr. 

luuabac excurrerelongius , ac non in Africam ad Hip- 
poncnfcm arcero, cuius cx aduerfo pulchcrrimaCoralia 
coUigi Leoo& Nicolaus memorant. Namvercbar ia- 
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fcllorutn ilhc piratarum incurfus , me blandum dul- 
cilfimx pacrix rangcbac dcfidcrtum. Argonaucarum igi- 
turvffligia relcgcns ad iJcoechadas infula? Hcroum illo- 
rum ftatione nobilcs, & Apoilonij Rhodij carminibus 
cclcbrcs difto cicius adpuli. Hlcmihi iacundum fuic 
fabulofos veccrumcrrorcs animo rcpctcrc, atque oculis 
ca loca vfurpare , quz fcripcorum curiofa diligcncia 
mcmoriae facrauic : mox vbi animura, atqueoculos grato 
fpc6laculo nonnihil fatiaram , paululum digreiTus e poc'* 
cu Juftraui vicinos Nercidum horcos mira rerum varie- 
catc amaniffimos. Ibi Nymphz perpctua virginitate 
fandx nullo Trrronum contagio polluuntur ; illis vnum 
opus eft Coralij plantas (ludiofiusexcolere , necminore 
curaquam Hcfpcridtbus aurea maia: has enim plantas 
illibati pudoris Nymphac potiflimum in deliciis babenc, 
quod & ipfr fuauc-rubentes pudibundo virtutis colore 
cingantur. 

Sed dum auidac curiodcati explendac huc iiluctemec^ 
abcrro , vagum mc fubfiftere iuflSt patrij littoris accola 
Nympha Prorc formx prrftantia gratiflima, diuque 
dctinuit , non amorc capcura , ficut Vlyflcn Calypfo, 
fcdadmiracionedefixum , ctkm mulca de Coraiio non 
cantumoracionc fuauiflima rccenfcrcr, fcd cciam digitis 
indicibus deffgnarcc. Ncc eniro ncceflc fuic vt in mare 
mc deniitccrem , accinftum vitro , quod Alexandrum 
Magnum tcncaflc fcrunc , vc pifcium fcctus , natalcfquc 
pcrfpiccrcc ; fcd cum mc fcquuta vclut cx voco dcfti- 
cuiflTct aura , ncque vcl leui flabello cantiliiim crifparcn- 
tur vndx , placidumquc ftarccajquor , ade6 pcllucidum, 
aclim^piduovcrat, vcinimoiaccntia quarque pcrfpicuc 
vidcrcin , mirarerquc Nacurx liberaHcaccm , qux pul- 
chcrrimas fuas opcs in ft:ndum roaris proieccrac. Tum 
illaconucifo in mc vuicu : Fruftra ( inqnic) de marique- 
runcur tm)rwics,&: perpcram ftcriliracts liiud infimu- 
iant Nam pTajccr innumccos pifcium, qiiosaiic gregcs, 

qu^mui» 
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quamuJs ncquc feratur, nequc colatur vnq-^am , fylras 
tamcn , atquc laurum , ic oliuam fcrcntcm baccas , liuc 
arboi cs o\cx , lauroquc perfimiles , & planras florclccn- 
tcs» acti:ugiferas,acqacalgast hecbafquc compiurimas, 
qox oatone lud^ncis arce fimul locezts ptKi fpeciem 
refecant, nauefque farpids reraoraiuuc ; «cfiiogos io- 
fupcrvberrimc profcrCjVcin Erythraeo(ioti,ft:inpelago 
Indicoiaiiduduma veteribus obfeniatnm : & qui regio- 
nes longinquas adeunc naucae , in Pacifico ( vt vocanc^ 
m.iri,&:in Occidcncali Oceano quocidic comproLant. 
Nonnc vcro , licet inftrcundum penitus focet , (lerilica* 
cemfaam cgrcgie compenfarec, conchamm > &Tnio- 
oom , fiue margaritamm , qoas f^nu mms Teccnlliaotts 
vocac,feracicate ; obquam non folum cum aerc oflen' 
tanre fua ceraunia : cum igne ia(Aance apud fe cod^a 
murrhcapoculai cum rcrra gemmas, & mecalla fuis h. 
vifceribus promence certac , led omnibus iilis elemencis 
longe prxcellic. 

E^erindeac conchis,8e margaricis, Nepcuons glociacur 
eciam Coralio , quod oobts nbi fidiflimis quafi ceime- 
liom preciofinimum /eruandom commific 1 Cocaliom, 
quod a Metrcdoro Gtrgtnid fuic vocicatom , quia puca- 
bat illudaquis cxcmpcum evimine in gemmam duref- 
ccrc, {icacoftcnfo Gorgoniscapitc vcrfafuiffc in bpidcs 
addancia quazque Poerac commenci fucranc , quod 
LUb»dauhum^c^mzUfidht&4rhrisitminm fimul ex- 
primic, fiue Dendntis , auc Dtndfites appellacum fuit \ 
Diofcoride; Corahum , (inqoam ) ne di^um putes canp 
rns X^S^i boc eft , a m/tna^ quod illius conca£tu lapi- 
dcfcac , ncc ( vc Theophraftus affcric ) aVoTMf hoc 
cft , 4 /o/>/«r4 , fiuca radcndo, quod retibus cucUi , vcl 
acri ferramcnco praccidi foleac , fed «cjto r xofHi idnomi- 
nis fortitum fcito , non quod c puellz Medufx capice 
ftillans croor virgas fub acquorenacasinfccecic» iUsBqoe 
mox in4ocQecinc, acque itrobaecim in Cdtalium buc»< 
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tx , ficuc Mycbologi fabulAnttK : vcriim quia pucllarcm, 
fcu virginalem vcrccundiam natiuo fuo ruborc prarfcrt: 
an vcro wftcAAw , an wf«A«»ii, an «ogaAA^ cfFcrri dcbcai? 
Grammaticos , & Criticos rixari finiro. At fi veram 
gcmmci fruticis origincm cognofccre velis, quam va- 
liis inuoloic mcndaciis mortalium impcriria ; Eam 
(inquit)quam vcriflGmi Tibi cxponam j Eccnim non 
inftar lapidum , qui variis e lapillis congcftis , & coalef- 
cencibus renafcuntur , in lapicidinis , vc larifconfulti 
fcqmiri phyficos rcfpondcrunt in Ljriinm §, fivir f»luto, 
D.filuto m44rim.) nec inftar illorum adamancum , qui 
crcbi:6 producunt alios canco Nacura: miraculo , vc cos 
quicunque ftacis tempoiibus incueacur , congencrem 
fibi prolem cniii palam videac , cuiufmodi duos licrcdi- 
carios Hcucrcnfis Domina ex Auguftafamilia Luxcm- 
burgiorum oriunda feniabac Non icaCoralium gigni- 
cur , verum e lade , quod aiiis a Coraliis promanac ran- 
quam e femine faxis lacencibus , & cauernis , vc pluri- 
mum * iafufo , difHucnicquc paniim concrcfcir. Eccnim 
(iciKineunce vcregemmare vices,& lachrymari com- 
pcrciflimum eft : ica quoque fuic obferuacum ab Illuftri 
viro Prouincix Senacore Pcyrefio, qui no$ fuis in fcccfli- 
bus inuifcre fxpius gaudcc , inacurcfccncium Coralio- 
rum excrcma mollia , inque fpongix morem bibula, 
ladefcere , ex illifque comprcflis exprimi liquorcni 
la6i;eum, fie candidum, vndcCoralij baccas cnccmdi- 
das opinabancur vctcres, hicque liquor ficuri ftadc myr- 
rhx, yel nobilis Balfami fuccus,fuo rcmporc fudans, 
& anobis difpcrfus, non faxa cancum , fcd & obuia qux- 
qoe faecundar , mox gcrminans in noucllam pIaQt.im 
rcfurgir. fnrer loqucndum proculic aliquoc conchas, 
quarum ceftxrccencibus la^lisilliusguctij dclibucx Co- 
ralium concipiebancialiar pridem co pcrfufx cxferebanc 
iam ramufculos rubefcences:proculic & Ancipathis frag- 
mcoca Cor^lio circumuoluca : fle fic Amipachis ramo, 
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qui vinciir in EmitieBtflTimi Cardisalts B»beniu Mo> 
ixo ; (ic fronci Craoi^j «quodoftentarar in porcicu 
Magni Ducis Herrwriar> mnatam cft Coralium. Ocio vt 
cum crefceoce Cotalio feriDO quoqttC crc£cexsC|. iab- 

iunxir: 

Illud non rarfum , (ed deoriiioi io Cpecubus » U aturis 
plerafnqoe ooDonitfttccreicfe , ad feoiipedcai fi«qae>»> 
tids poifigi» laidque pedaocos ramos repetid. fcnpfic 
SoIiQus i Drepani tamen iotede Dcipacarraoiuni^cuius 

alricudoiuftam hominis procerirarem xquar , vrcircem* 
fcrrur, plurcs emicccrc ramos haud dubiumcft : quin- 
quc numcrauir Baldcnfclin Erychraro. Eius colorvcrc- 
tibus (^uidcm viridis io aquis cfTc vifus cft ; fcd liic raber 
velalbQs, vcin Erychcaeo qooque-nuiri i ae ioI^Bcfice, 
vbi /«flrdeiiomioatar»iiigerjexpecieoci&, qoam ceccii&>' 
mam rerum indiccm Pindarus appdllauic,dep>ehcidr- 
cur : 5c fimul albi , rubrique Coralij virgas conncxas, 8f 
cohzrcnresexhibuit, Illius(adiicicns } Baphiz nos fu- 
mus,& ficuc infcdorcs ad vfum RomaDorum Impcra- 
rorum vel alba , vcl rubra , vclnigcicantc pucpura lanas 
jfflboebaiic % ita nor ftotioes iftot albo » fubro , nigro, 
qoioeciam croeeo, vaiiiilqae colocibtts pcolibiootiagt- 
mos. Quod adctncc ad fiffcam moUiciem , rideoda qai- 
dem videcur Ouidij , Glaudianique liccntia , qui mol- 
Icmherbara , fluxumquc vimcneflcfub vndis tam lcpi- 
de menciuntur. Sed accufanda grauiccr Thcophrafti, 
Plinij , Diofcoridis , Solini , rcliquorumquc Phyfico- 
rum , ac Medicorurofer^omiiiom iocuria , corpii&muf'- 
" que tapfos in re, qox vd digicis-eaplocari poccracEnim- 
verbiUi Andabatarum more in Roifrarum ieatemiam, 
pedibuscameo,fcuntcs, Coralia extra6ba mari prx fri* 
gorecircumambientisacris dcnfari > natalibufquc dero- 
gatis, qucmadmodum fuccinum , cryftailum , lyncu- 
rium , & vnioncm fccundum Plinium libro nono Na» 
turalis Hiftoriic cap.3 y. iQdurefcere , ngeficerc , lapidef:; 
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ceredi^itarunr. Saxeaprofef^o (vclint.nolinrj Coralij 
fubaquis ipfis duricies e(l,fi£ca Senccenfis Epifcopus 
Quiqueranus , quem fata icrris tantura oftendcrunt , in 
vndis iramifsa manu Coralia tra£lans expertus en: , fi^ 
* validiflfimis artcruit argumcntis : expcrcus cft &: nun- 
quam faiis laudatus Pcyrcfius , errorifquccau/ram fub- 
orcam c mollicic crudulac punicex, feu cincritiz , qua 
tanquam cortice Cora^^K vcftiuntur, fagaciflime fub- 
odoracur. Hisacccdicl obi« Aldini Phylici , Botanici- 
qut pcriciflimi, &: quo liaud fcioan alius Hcrmctific 
gratior, probacilfimus calculus. Cerciftime vero Phyfi- 
Cos , Mcdicofquc vctcres rcfcllunt ipfi pifcacorcs , quo- 
rum rcciaCorahum , fi mollc forcc, in aquis fcfe plc- 
£tcndo,complicand6quc facillmc poftcccludcre. 

Inccrca fuperucniunt illi quafi populabundi dccufi*ara$ 
machioas rciium h funibus ErmilTimis compadorum 
trahcnces,&: hac indaginefaxacircumquaquecingen- 
tes , cclerrimcquc cranfuedi , immcrgcntc fe fubindc 
Nympha , & obnitcntc ncquicquam.mulra Coraliorum 
frufta conuulfa , diftradaquc rcculcruBt, hifquc fpoliis 
onufti , ac przdalxci rcccficrunc procul. 

Obftupucram ad infolicum fpcdlaculum , & Albio- 
nem, Bcrgioncmque Ncpcuni filios , quos eadcm in ora 
graflantcs, 6c Piraticam cxcrcentcs in campis lapideis 
ab Hcrculc viclos aiunt , rediiflc pucabam. Illa vcro rur- 
fuscracrgcns:Ne mireris fait ) Ita funcauidi gcmmc^ 
iftius planczhomincs, vc cius gracianumina violarcnon 
vcrcantur. lllam Magi do£ti a Zoroaftrc mirz virtutis 
cflc fenfcrunt, &C przdicarunt , vt quz tcmpcftati, 
grandiniquc rcfiftcret , vcncna pelleret , fulminibufque 
obftarcc, Dzmonas arccrct, laruas,acLcmuresinfu- 
gam vcrtcrcc,& animum gaudio pcrfunderet, ac cx- 
hilararct. Ea Galli a Druydis infticuci fcuta , galcas , Sc 
gladios adornabanc. Apud Indos a Brachmanibus cru- 
. ditos canto fuic in ptctio , vc ca vnioncs pecmutarenr , at 

ipforom 
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ipforam com*uges longc acriorc Coralij flagrarunc in- 
fania, vc cx co baccaca monilia gcftarcnt. hfarnfpict^, 
& ptifci vatcs loui , Phccboquc Coralium dicarunt, ciuf- 
qucgcftamcnccligiofum cfle, tutclamquc haberc crcdi- 
defunt , atque inter fAlutaiia repofaetnnt quidquid inde 
lierec, kkoqne farcolos Goralij pro fiiTciiiis ainoliendls 
veluti bullas iofancibus alhgaruncTum ego memini hn^ . 
iufmodi amuleci fpccicm rclatam a Pignorio intabc»5:« 
Ifiacx cxpofitionc. Scd ilia fubiunxit : 

Etiamnum apud omncs (cih gcntes bcllicof^ Martij- 
quc viri fuis in lcmmatis,A£ infignibus, Co^.alioquafi 
gcmma Marticognaca ptxcipue dclcdan'iur , &mulic- 
lum qnotquoc exomaac (eTe , vc cui\u foi^am ad- 
iuuentt 

vti canic Sidonius ( quin etiarru AuioeniM,Medicor6m- ' 
quc cohors doloribus inav^smcris, quos cnumeiate Csdct 
mcdcii Coralium co afiantcr afHrniant. 
Et hzcdicens p/»wrmuItos Coraliorum fafciculos mcum 
conicci» in gtcmium , 6c addidic inft-per : Hzc habe, 
niifiiaA Romanis Acadende^ re(«r, nec dubica quin 
libencer excipiant. Intef alias Coralij vires non poflre- 
ma ea cfl: , quod inrroitus ptaeAet £iciles : Ingrcdi'€v«< 
ieliciter, admitteris in intimum eonun cor n^/Tum 
hac cum tcflcta, ficut iEncas in Elyfios campp" ' eo 
cum ramo. Hafcc vcro pfantas gcmq^eas illi r/crpolKU- 
rcsnoptancum cx his fingcnt pom? ^us: Varidc piu- 
dcntiores fapicnciiiimis CaUin^lnDus oficrant i haud 
cmm Purpuratos pattes Coralium dedecet» c^m ipfo- 
tnm fliiBBiM fic oonoolot : non cant&m plefteot coroUai^ 
qaibns fffq*^»"" Diadematis i aut laureis , rofeifve fertis 
f.nam Cdvuia io& qoMUm matis efie videntur)ipfog 
exornenc» vetumeciam ^olomnasex illis excudent, ex< 
citabuntque ccllulas feXangulas , & aluearia ooua, in 
^oibtti A f ji s legQaciiccc Afobioiiai Neftareaquc mcUa 
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coto mox Orbc difFundcnda variis c floribus conficicnr. 
^Um ccne ad nobiliflimum Tcmplum conftrucndum 
c^Dhh aducaalignaThyina , id cft , Ora/zJ , Santci 
Va££7 . in Rcgum hbtos adDOtauit,& Rcgiam Elcdro, 
C<jta 1 4c diuiccm laudauit in Cciri Virgilius ■ prxcc 
tcalurculi smcisiamduduminfcriptafu' ' Vrbani ViH. 
Faa^jci', ciQjr^B Cakdinalis Barberini 
. noQxic-^; "^uo ipfos pro falucc publica rcmccicnics ifta 
mam.roioC* Nympharum agminc profcquuta fum: 
Etjimul ui$t CcfAlia ^ mmina crefiunt, 

Hadcnus illa : 4iiox cjgo rcucftus occinui Diftiphon : 
FoHtm hdet mtidis / trmiJlM Ccrdlia faxis: 
EjitAmeniutMU*/:orecerta JaIm. . 

yOS( Acadcmici Eobilifll- mi ) quidquid hoc cft Cora- 
Jiorum rudc liccc> ac impolicc im ^ me vobis oblacum 
iuxca Nymphx vtciciniuin iibcnct^s rufcipice. Vos ver6 
/Cardinales Emikentissi '1 T) meaminCo. 
rallinis Pomis, Co,-oUis,8£ Aiuearibus vobis procurandis 
fcdulicacem , verboiioccm liccc, zqui, bonique cpnfulice 
vPro vcftra fiogulari bcnignicacc , qua licceracis addicis 
am'^*-)!, alicis iogeniai ruppcdicacisocia , &ftudiavcri 
Mecoe «^ges cxocnacis. Dixi. Romz die zxvixi. 
lanuari) ist^. 
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